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oa es we have mentioned, that az 
thy to be chofen as themes of contempia- 
Ree Ghia wilsel een ; 
tion and pleafure by the philofopher and 
ey rr ee ree - : : 
chriftian. The ftarry canop 
and the variegated raimbow are of thi 
é 
hie ~ tae ¢ 

det ripti n. Lheir bea 

.  _— - 
from their grandeur and excellence, but 
c ~ 


powerfully affift im directing a train of 


thought to the being and pertections of 2 
A {i+} 
fupreme Creator.—The argument, in tub- 


ftance, is this, that the gay an y 
when exhibited in any degree o stufion, 
or are fi ught 2 after as principal fources of 
a do efface ferious impretfions and 
ifpofe to a neglect of ferious duties 
That brilliancy of appearance, grac -eful- 
nefs of movement, and vivacity of counte- 
nance exhibited in dancing {chools and 
balls, are iiaaivies that render them ex- 
tremely pleafing. A defire to difplay, 
and a dilpofition to excel in theie, ani- 
mates and deeply engages the ack rs. 
Their attention is to unr abforbed in per- 
forming the mancuvre: S and admirimg the 
objedts of the prefent moment. T 


Sa ae ys ee on Lh ¥ serie 2 " . aad 
jects, fafcinating in the highett degree, are 
2 SPR RR a ee " 
neverthelefs trivial and vam Chey have 
1: ae ee Sa a er 
nothing in themfelves, or their connexion, 
+ ext n ble YaT¢ salle ry, Yn) 7 arr 
gre at, noodle, or Mmateriaily j | y 
la x wie ~ Ion nf} 
completely occupy mind almoit 
a4e5 > + an a ’ le; rc . ? Yann ant 
uipend w Tacult ] a 
and memory On younz minds the L 
Alien ae ae Wr. 
ence $ ing 3aiay owexriul vy near 
them teitify that whe revi d trom tae 


the bal!-rooim 
mmaginations. 
The attention thu8 occupied, moral fub- 

jes are ent! tirely excluded. A tone of 
feétion and the aught is “gear -d, which will 
not timely ’ fablide and make room for fe. 
rious reflections. eecen of God and 
f judgment 


duties of his requireme nts, 
and the retributions of eternity are banifh- 
ed from the mind, and every avenue for 
their entrance fortified with impregnable 
barriers. Ideas cannot affociate, which 
are fo dire@ly oppotite. The mind can- 

between objects fo very 
different in their natures. For the truth 
of this remark, I can confidently appeal 
to the obfervation and experience of every 
ne. ‘Thofe who have but feldom min- 
led with the cheerful and the gay, who 
rely entered the circles of amufe- 
nent and pleafure, know fufficiently of 
their influence and of human nature, to 
witnefs the truth of my affertion. Thofe 
who are the preateft favorites and moit 
itrenuous advocates for dancing, will not 
meet me with an objection in this particn- 
lar. Who will affirm that a dancing hall 
is a place favorable for moral contempla- 
tion ? Who will deny that it indifpofes t 
moral duties and acts of devotion? Who 
will pretend that the dance will be imm: 
diately fucceeded by a perufal of the fa- 
cred volume, or a fincere addrefs to Al- 
mighty God ? Finally, who will deny, 
that the diredl 


tly oppotite of thefe do in ev- 


‘ . 


:0t be divided 
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have ra 


4 


i } e tnAwhitahkia 
ery ance ¢ i i LiInaguUodltaodi® 
ta ty t iat 1) ik cietic > where Gane ss icNnoois 

ea WERE 1. te Pe 
and balls az eC a ot tl 4 it eng Age aneis 
OS ene wade i: — 4p e ~~ 
1) reisigvgion is i TT, 1¢} Oudneis 18 banithed, 
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1 future wo! rid are 


:. 
impretiions ot duty and 


obliterated As tar, therefore, as rel igion 
confilts in thefe mental exercifes, o far it 
is prejudiced by balls and dancing icho on Is. 

My friend will doubtlefs reply to thefe 
my remar! His candor and magnan- 
imity will not fuffer him to defcend from 


rility and blackguard. 1 
me with the weape 
feorn to hur] a tingle fhaft of ridicule or 
exhibit a folitary inftance of abuiive re- 
flection. As I have treated him with ten- 
derneis and deference in my remarks, he 


will obf 


7 
the floor of arcument to the cell of icur- 
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ns or reaion ; he will 


o~- 


“esa : ] 
rve the fame decorum in his re- 
- Ithonoh he > ee } 
phy , d An d altnouga le be pra ana 
Nii renst ne Wi 1} =" wo . 1} I YYT rahe rai - ~+ 
peishllts he vada VOLE Aah ct) pM ATAILC Ol 
r ‘ a ee 


afperity and cenfure. 
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Mr. Cowretr’s walk with God in private 
serene raniziten? wth tha frnloammnittr ana 
\ 3 ONUITENt Wii 13 MeTIINAUCY ¢< 
rane ant hic facial ernoaoemente Lia al. 
your of his focialengagements. Like the 
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prophet Daniel, and the royal r 


l- | smnrc a_aAaw ana “nf 
‘kneeled three times a-day, and pray ae 
7 * 1 } 3») 
~ es oe ha hye ro at : + ? 
1d gave thanks before his God,” in re- 
irement, befide the regular practice of do- 
> sitic worl His ania) + gx yc ftayvad 
metic worfhip. lis mind was itayed 
_ , ¢ ana le *™ ywrniwit+w9945) 2Aetla ret 
upon n God - and, for an wunufual courfe of 


. 4 
corrupt t difpofi tions, eve an io itrong 
a a hold upon the hum 
be peculiarly fappretied in oe ; and when 


* : i RE Se ee ee 
mn any degr ee reit, (ney were lamented ay 
) g ; 


refitted by him. His Hymns, moitly writ- 
: Sippy? IP 

ten during this part of his lite, defcribe 

both the general tenor of his thoughts 


force of expretiion dictated 
; 2. Leal! Whilah? 
nefs of his TeSiin gs VV rile his attainz men ts > 
° es a ues + A ele 
In the love of God were thus 
Chriftian love to fellow-believers and to 


a « Rs — rt rely tre 
ait around him ‘ . niger oay 


To a conduct void of ¢ sede e to any indi. 
vidual, and marked with : 
nefs to all who feared God, was added a 
beneficence fully proportioned to his abili- 


ty, and exercifed with the greateft mo 


t r 

lation, which, after having en- 
dured the feverett diftrets, he at that time 
derived from a life of faith in the Son of 
God, who loved him, ind gave himfelf 
7 + : 5 | = ‘rv . 
for him, he a deferibes, in an affecting 
allegory. 

‘© | was a ftricken deer that ieft the herd 

Long fince; with many an arrow, decp infix'’d 

My panting fide was charg'd ; when [ withdrew 

To feek a tranquil death in diflant thades, 

There was I found by one who had himfelf 

Been hurt bythe archers. In his fide he bore, 

And in his hands and feet, the cruel fcars. 

With gentle force foliciting the darts, 

He drew them forth, and heal’d, ard bade me 


ve,” Th Ta h, fh; 


‘ 
iV 


The degree and the uninterr rupted du. 
ration of be yr be comforts had, pe 
haps, exceeded the uiual experience of p 
ous people. But he 


he now conceived rae 
prefentiment of a fad reverfe ; and, durin 
a folitary walk in the fields, he com 1pofed 
ftrongly expreflive of his oes 
tions. (No. 32, at the end of Poems, v. 

The bright, yet ferene luftre, which had 
unufually marked his road, was now fuc. 


: ble darknefs. After 


2 hymn, 


ceeded by unpenetra 
the cleareit views of the love of God, and 
the expantion of heart which he had en- 
' luis ways, his mind became ob 

icured, contufed, and difmayed. Thar 
vivid imagination, which often attained 


oved In 21S 


the utmoft limits of the fphere of reafon, 
did but too ealily tranfgrefs them; and 


» longer fultained upon the 
wings of faith and hope, funk, with their 


weight of natural deprefhion, into the aby/s 
of defpair. In this {tate his mind became 
ixed ; yethe ever cherijhed an w unthaken 


: shat ° ’ 
LWOMUIGI tO WAAL ale unaerine + ee Ft Div rine 
ry! er rs 
picafur 
, Hee, PSSERS |, Ga, SER een ST ae , a ae 
UsTaduaii sabrtu es at a rormer 
a , } las tes ¢ - t a. ~ _ 
period, to h ion, he became accetti. 
ble t : w intimate friend a, Ietnnntleee 
ble to a few intimate friends in fuccefhion, 
} ' “a ¢ s*e 
who laboured to excite his thoughts to ac. 
rr b+ , r ~ 
i on diiterent iubjects Thus origin- 
 ., > Y 
ated molt of thofe Teams, which, when 


} 


publiihed, charmed and furprifed both the 


literary and religious world. Sometimes 
his mind was led fo far from his diltrefs, 
as to indulge inplayfulecflays; but thefe 
intervais were extremely tranfient. In 


of that reverence for God, that elteer for 
the Gojpel, and that perme. sence toward 
fellow-creatures, which charaédterized his 
familiar converfation. 

Of the general condition of his mind, 
during the lait feven years of his abode in 
the vicinity of Olney, which certai nly were 
the moft tr <e that he paffed in the lat- 
ter part of hi s lite, the beit judgment may 
be formed from his own exprefhons, in a 
poem written towards the clofe of that 
interval, part of which we have aiready 
quoted. It was occafioned by the unex- 


pected acquifition of afmall portrait of his 
mother, whom he had loft more than half 
acentury before, but had never ceafed to 
remember with t the warmeit gratitude and 
the fondeft affection. avin g defcribed 
her’s and his father’s paflape through this 
life toa heavenly world, under the figure 


of a voyage tpeedily terminated, he nar- 
of 


urally reverts, in the fame metaphorical 
language, to tne diitreffing CC ntratt which 
his own fituation and proipedts prefented 


‘¢ But me, fearce hoping to attain the ref, 
Always ihom port withheld, always daifirel’'d— 
Me howling winds drivede jtempeft-o's'4, 
Sails ript, feams op'ning wide, sod compat loll 
And, day by day, fome current 's thwarting fores 
Sete me more diftant from a pro!p’rous courte 
But oh | that thou art fafe, and he! 
That thought is joy, arrive what may 
The p principal pleafure that he appearet 


e ; 
ao > if + Lents ey eo indeed ; . 
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to meé. 
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others Inftead of bemg provoked to 
wistw ; 
° c eer — Antes +7 - the r 
difcontent and envy, by contralling the 


with his own affliaions, there 
ev ‘dently was not a benefit that he knew 
to be enjoyed by others, which did not 
attord him fenfible fatisfaction ; not a al 


fering they endured, that did not add to 
his pain. To ied bape nefs of 
were priv ileged wh h 1 opportunities of fhew- 
ing their elie em Pa him, he was moit ten- 
derly : alive. The advancement of the 
knowledge of Chrift in the world at large 
was always near his heart ; and whatever 
concerned the general welfare of mankind 
was interefting to him, fecluded as he was 
from the public, and, in common, trom 
religious fc ciety. In like manner, from 


tho! {fe v wh 


7 : J *.% ~s 
his diftant retreat, he viewed, with pain- 


ful fenfations, the progrefs of inf delity, 
and of fin in every fhape. His love to 
God though unaffiited by a cheerful 
hope of divine favour, was invarial bly mane 
if felted by an abhorrence of every thing 
that he though t difhonourable to the Mott 
High, and a delight in all that tended to 
his glory. Bs A 

Mr. Cowper was lately under the care o 
his affefticnate and intelligent 3 young rela- 
tive, the Rev. John Johnion, \ who, during 
the lat year or two of his life, had fome- 
times indulged the hope of Sage hi 
complete reitoration to health. Sudden- 
ly, however, this expectation was fatall 
dif: appouiten ; and towards the ‘clofe ot 
1799, it becarne fufficiently evident that he 
could not fu iccefsfully contend wit th the 
ravages of a rapid decay ; that, ere long, 
the mortal muff put on im smortalit y. Con- 
{cious of the {fpeedy approach of this um 
portant chanze, howe ver anne to 
himfelf, Mr. Johnfon unret 


+> yori OT. 
nie > 
miuirctime25 nS ae 


oat 4 ahead 
a oe » . ‘ | %Y ea-9% 
~s ~ trnae He Owen ae aa ae SVI°V CY t4 
cuied that attention which young 10 tu 
< 
4 wer 
defcribes as— 
Bi he Sean £ ‘ p ' ~t or 
oa | S Ass vacitaact , ¥ S49 
Af/areKer { hour 


Mn the 2th of April, 1800, friendthip 
wis atleneth difcharzed from thefe af- 
fiGing duties, and its abje & happtly releaf- 
ed trom this fcene of fuffering and forrow. 

“arly. on the mornin s of that day, Mr. 
Cowper funk into a ftate of fuch apparent 


miemtibility, that, had not his eyes remain- 


ed half open, it might have been conjectur : 
ed a tr inguil flumber. Ir nr this ftuatior i= 
his refpiration regular, though feeble ; 
his countenance and frame perfely i- 
} 
rene,—he continued abeut twelve hours, 
when he expired without heaving his’ 
by i ] 
tie SA 
(FROM LITERARY LEISURE 
(CONTINUED 
*' Procrafinatiou ts the thief of time,*'---Young. 


ond f wi! 


bie fn 
my, Cestroy 


iS, more certainly, though imperceoti- 
the energy ne ber aged than procrafli- 
mation. hveryone undoubtedly, inthofe moments 


ot reft.ction which muft occur to all, muft hav 
formed ‘ ’ ; 

ormed many good refolutions ¢ but the execution 
them beg poRhponed toa more convenient fea 





PABLET. 


fn, i3 too often poftponed forever! and thofe 
geod and virtuous motions in the foul leave us 
more guilty when difobeyed or difregarded. That 
whichit 18 right to do, it is right to do now ! 
Begin therefore to-day, leit thou be prevented to- 
morrow 

Why, if the prefent time have not all the fitnefs 
required, fhouid the future time be more advan- 
tageous? Why wait for any era from which to 
date the beginning of reformation? Is not every 
era aufpicious on which fo goed a work is begun ? 
Willi not other avocations arife? Will noc other 
projcéis be formed, and prove equally abortive ? 
Jt were well if ina morning, during thofe cool 
moments we moft of us enjoy before we quit the 
pillow, before the cares aad inquietudes of the 
worid perpiex our thoughts, while the mind is 
calm aod active, and the heart glowing with grati- 
tude under the con{cioufnels of renewed exiftence, 
it were well, I fay, if we were then to arrange 
a vien of mora! — for the day—if frequently 
too, in the courfe of that day, we were to afk our 
own hearte what rennet the hour laft e! apfed would 
carry of us to heaven !—and if at night, whea 
again returned to the couch of rett, whi! ¢ we 
thankfully acknowledge the protection and fafety 
eh lave experienced, wewcre toexamine how we 
skh fulfilled our intentions, taking into confidera- 
tion the real value of time, and the incalculable 
importance to our individual welfare of 2 proper 
diftribution and employment of " t, we fhould then 
blufth to have Pp’ fied a day unmarked by fome 


vigorous or laudable exer: ion—we ihould fhrink 


from the contemplation of many precious hours 
walled in ina@ivity—hours which will return mo 


more, and which, having thas elapfed without 
notice, iwe« o a bulk thet would turprife and 
alarm us, could we behold at one view the portion 
oY ic $ try Aan: < 
On Aor? a a rh euery aze, 
‘7; ™ warm, ts why have ury a, the man 
‘ ls R . Buby MCIZKS BR LOuT i 
s 
¥ re) N 


Mr. Shenitone has among his "* Obfervations,’ 


a fertiment desz'ng at firlt view, but, off mature 
conficieration, is mtrinfic value fcems but trifling 
His words are ‘© Tris a miferable thing te } 
fry hie $ the aine of "at ! yr t he 
reitrained Oy Cire (tances from ma the y- 


Ic ¢ } r this vi iy t 8 y re 
e . 9 

2 8 i it:me a’ ray 
wi} rife ray or ance nd ie 
t any pt : mn < I Not 

‘ a qr v mrt i) I ‘ a u 
i ation ¢ it we i! ? the te tior witfle 
out preyud », we 3} ’ in¢ t the a 
qwers Out, ada ger , f Vv € P ted ¢ n 
put u # r layout r mi¢ 1 ‘ > V— 
ment, we are pe to thir . hindered from 
making a ptoper ufe of tim A man ought not 
to lament in tociety that he is interrupted in fome 
purfuit which requires folitude, and thought-—-nor 
1f he be in folitnde, thould he regret pe ng pre= 


cluded frorn the exercife ot the focial virtues 
nay, when, hy fome cafual accident, an intended 
plan even of moral excellence is impeded, does 
not that \ co os tacle itfelf give rocm for the ex— 
ertion of pz e and forbearance ? The appro~ 
priate pe ai ment of every Momentis tnat duty 
which the circumftances of the moment demand ; 
and even-if called away by fome impertinent vifi- 
tors tram the Contemplation of virtue, or the exer- 
tion of talent, @ man may not be lefs laudably, 
though le{s agreeably, employed in the pra@tice 
that familiar benevolence which diffufes good- 
humour and gle eafantry, nor lefs ufefully engeged 


for his own private advantage in reprefling the. 


fates of impatience, or the inroads of il!-humour. 


Shenftone was of a querulous, irritable nature. 
He thought every moment il] employed that was 
not given te his Mule, to gardening, orto fent:- 
ment, People, in general, have their favourite 
purfuits, from which they are equa lly relu€tan: 
to be drawn : bur if we divelt ourfelves of oreju- 
eh 


agice and pa alseyv. we tha Jifag a *r Tad | 


e7 


i? 





ie F : 
attractive tiniel, and conclude with the neobier 
poet, that 


“* Who does the beft his circumflance allows, 
* Does well !-—adts nobly ! —Angels could mo more |’ 
y couN6.- 


(To be continued.) 
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AN EXTRACT, 
The legion of fantaltic fafhions to whic! 

a man of pleafure is obliged to facrifice 
his tirne, impairs the rational faculties of 
his mind, and deftroys the native energies 
of his foul. Forced continually to lend 
himfelf to the performance of a thovfand 
little triflings, a thoufand mean abfurdi- 
ties, he becomes by habit frivolous and ab. 
furd. The face of things no longer wears 

its true and genuine afped ; ; and his de. 
praved talte lofes all relifh for rational en- 
tertainment or fubftantial pleafure. The 
infatuation ferzes on his brain, and his cor- 
rupted heart teems with idle fancies and 
vain imaginations. Thefe illufions, how. 
ever, through which the plaineit obje% 

comes diltorted to his view, might oily 
be difpelled. Accultomed to a lonely life, 
and left to refiect i in calmnefs and fobriety 

during the filence of the fo litary hour, up 
onthe falfe joys and deceitful pleaiurcs 


which the parade of viliting and the ge: ire 


of public entertainments offer to our + ew, 
he would foon perceive and candidly 

knowledge their nothingnefs and infipidi. 
iy : foon would he behold the pleafures of 
the world in their true colours, and fel 
that he had blindiv wundered in puriuit 
in) re 


he - 
santamce NOM Y 
GO} pranroms ; ps Moun {eo Mm ethin 4 
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ANECDOTE, 

Anli nkee; er, lat ly ompil unine to 
Frouch gertleman, that his houfe wo: 
greatly infefted with rat , and that } 
would willinely give a confiderable fem t 


- 7 ~ 4 + ro | ’ 
set rid of ra m, was, on the following 


} 


morning, and after the frrenchman had 
received his bill, accoited by him, © Sure, 
I dhalktell you vich way you fhall pet rid 


” £é 1% 3 


of de rat.”#-— I will be obliged very 
— , < se 93 

much to you, if you can, replied the 

landlord. Vell den, only charge de rat 

as you charge me, and [vill be d—d if de 

rat ever come to your bo ule again.” 


To COPRESI 'ONDENTS. 

Loren’s aud Fiperi0’s communication: 
have been received, and fhall meet i 
attention they merit. 

Our ‘ Friend of Order has m any ele j 

deas, but his communication is thought 
ne incorrect for pu blication. 

Junius is under co: nfide ration. W 
however think his obfervations rathe 
of feafon. 

ERRATA, 
In the lat sey aof Loren’s poem, I 
"6, for o 'erjpread read c "er pors er’d. Inthe 
famé@ page 2d col. or Roar rer read Ragers’. 
Page Bo, r cob Ene re fem hot fis on 
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